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ABSTRACT
We compare the costs of semantic annotation of textual
documents to its benefits for information processing tasks.
Semantic annotation can improve the performance of re-
trieval tasks and facilitates an improved search experience
through faceted search, focused retrieval, better document
summaries, and result grouping. Applications which sum-
marize large collections of text or explain real world phe-
nomena based on textual evidence may receive even more
benefit from semantic annotations.

Semantic annotation creates surplus value if the annotated
data can be used beyond any foreseen application. In par-
ticular by third parties linking your data by means of your
semantic markup to other data with similar markup. We
present a list of properties of the annotated data which op-
timize this surplus value. They are derived from the princi-
ple which states that annotation should facilitate the reuse
of data in a mashup without information being lost or dis-
torted.

For the Dutch House of Parliament we annotated the par-
liamentary proceedings based on this principle. Concrete
examples from this data collection will illustrate the surplus
value enhancing properties.
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