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Who am I?

• Political scientist turned computer scientist

• My field:

• Theory of XML Database Systems

• Semi Structured Information Retrieval

• Cooperation with

• Stemwijzer, KiesKompas,

• Tweede Kamer

• Koninklijke Bibliotheek,

• DANS.
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Topic of today

• Making huge amounts of textual data available for

• large scale automatic quantitative data and content analysis

• done by scientists from the humanities and social sciences.
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Content

• Overview PoliticalMashup project

• Zooming in on one cultural heritage dataset

• Applications

• Message

http://www.politicalmashup.nl
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Politicalmashup project

• Large scale data integration project

• 2 years NWO funded infrastructure project (starts in summer

2010)

• Partners: U. Amsterdam, Groningen and Tilburg

• Ongoing with irregular funding since 2008

http://www.politicalmashup.nl
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Related CS fields

• Connecting database and information retrieval technology

• Semi structured data (XML)

• Linked data
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Mashup of what and how?

• 4 data sources

? Promises and actions of politicians

? Reactions on those in media and general public

• Connect data on

? Political entities

? Time

? Topics

http://www.politicalmashup.nl


PoliticalMashup 8

Data sources

Promises

• Election manifestos, mostly scans, DNPP

• Party websites and blogs, Archipol

Actions Parliamentary proceedings, mostly scans, KB

Reactions

• News media

• User generated content Fora, Blogs, Comments on news,

Twitter
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Used techniques

• Text analytics and XML DB and IR technology

• Named entity recognition and normalization

• Data mining, Machine Learning

• Natural Language Processing, Language Models

Make implicit structure and information explicit.
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Zoom in on one data corpus
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